
Artesian Bough Symposium
 Higher Learning through Conversation & Reflection

12 Mind Expanding Courses, 1 Beautiful Setting Sunday, June 9 - Friday, June 14, 2013

Be inspired during a unique 5-day 
scholar-guided journey through the 
classics of world literature and 
thought. Relax in the intimate setting 
of an historic lakefront resort. Engage 
with lecturers and fellow students by 
each evening's fireside light, or just 
watch the sun set over northern 
Michigan's beautiful Lake Leelanau. 

Choose one or two of the following courses taught by distinguished 
lecturers from leading institutions:

Register Now! 
$200 per course ($180 if registered by May 31) 
$360 for 2 courses ($330 if registered by May 9) 
Discount for groups available.

Private or shared accommodation packages 
available.  For complete lodging opportunities 
visit: fountainpointresort.com. 

For more information:

email: artesianbough@fountainpointresort.com 
or call: 231.256.9800.

The Holy Trible: Coordinated Readings from the Hebrew Bible, New 
Testament and Qur'an 
Memory & Imagination 

Classical Greek and Chinese Thought: Four Conversations
Introduction to Islam and Muslim Civilisations
The Foundations of Yoga
Homer's Odyssey

Wealth and the American Dream 
Virginia Woolf's Illness as Metaphor
Freedom Charters: Stages on the Way to Freedom
Attar's Conference of the Birds - a spiritual quest for all times
The ‘Love’ Sutras of Narada
 Virgil’s Aeneid

Morning Courses 9 am-12 pm

Afternoon Courses 3-6 pm

ProgramProgram

Program ends with a closing reception on Thursday evening, June 13.
Some advance reading and preparation may be required.



Morning Courses (meet Monday - Thursday 9 am - 12 pm)

The Holy Trible: Coordinated Readings from the Hebrew Bible, New 
Testament and Qur'an - Instructor:  Adam Rose

Although the three Abrahamic scriptures grew largely out of a common 
textual tradition, with the exception of the paired “Old and New Testaments” 
they are rarely read together. In this course, however, we will examine selected 
passages from the three scriptures in an attempt to compare and contrast 
their treatment (form and content) of important subjects—such as the nature 
of God, Creation, Abraham, Moses, Jesus, “justice,” “mercy,” and “true 
religion”—in order to form an initial assessment of the key similarities and 
differences among the three bodies of literature.

Memory & Imagination - Instructor: Irina Ruvinsky

In the past century, marked for many by lasting effects of collective 
devastation, we have learned that homecoming, when it is possible, often 
does not bring about a recovery of identity. Instead, it demonstrates for us the 
necessity to engage in a creative quest for lost time through the virtual spaces 
of memory and imagination. In this course we will read works by such diverse 
authors as Montaigne,  J.J Rousseau and V. Nabokov, who either anticipated or 
experienced first hand the emerging condition of the modern exile who does 
not seek to re-appropriate the lost past in space, but in time.

Classical Greek and Chinese Thought: Four Conversations 
Instructor: Steven Schroeder

Each of the four sessions in this class will be a conversation focusing on a 
selection of classical Greek and Chinese texts (with a leap in the last session 
into some medieval European mysticism). The first session will focus on Laozi’s 
daodejing in conversation with the Greek thinkers known as “presocratic.” The 
second will turn to Zhuangzi and Plato. The third will take up the shijing (“Book 
of Songs”) and Greek lyric poetry. The final session will take up Chinese poetry 
of the Tang Dynasty (with particular attention to Du Fu, Li Bai, and Wang Wei) 
in conversation with Plotinus and medieval European thinkers who carried his 
neoplatonism into the thinking of “the West.”

Introduction to Islam and Muslim Civilisations - Instructor: Shiraz Hajiani

This course will explore a range and diversity of cultures in which Islam is 
practiced today, including the relationships of Islamic religious ideas to the 
broader dimensions of society and culture. Alongside doctrine, law, history 
and religious practice, we will examine art, poetry, and literature. We will focus 
on issues of modernity that arise as Muslims seek to relate their heritage to 
contemporary circumstances, and will critically analyze the polarity between 
“Islam” and the “West.” Designed as an introduction but also suitable for 
someone looking to deepen their knowledge of Islam and Muslim 
Civilizations, the course will consist of lectures; video documentaries; case 
studies and will be centered on group discussion of readings relevant to 
each topic.

Foundations of Yoga Philosophy - Instructor: Abhi Ghosh

This course explores the core worldviews and existential aspects of Patanjali’s 
Yoga Sutras through a discussion of Kriya-yoga (yoga of action) and Rāja-yoga 
(the king of yoga), two foundational yoga processes. We’ll focus on questions 
of finding life’s purpose, the nature of one’s mind and enjoying one’s self. 
Through lectures, discussions, interactive participation and audio-visuals we’ll 
try to comprehend this ancient text in ways relevant to us in the twenty-first 
century. 

Homer's Odyssey - Instructor: Carl Anderson

Close reading and discussion of Homer's Odyssey in translation. Homer's 
Odyssey is one of the most famous epic poems in western literature. The 
narrative is full of folk talks, adventures at sea, sailor's tales and crafty lies, sex 
with wondrous partners and a long delayed home coming. It is also, as the 
classicist W. Robert Connor writes, a story about "extreme choices– immortal 
life in the realm of an immortal woman or return to an ordinary life and a 
mortal wife." In other words the poem has something for everyone. The 
translation of Robert Fagles, Homer: The Odyssey (Penguin 0-14-026883-3) is a 
required text.

Course DescriptionsCourse Descriptions

Afternoon Courses (meet Monday - Thursday 3 - 6 pm)

Wealth and the American Dream - Instructor: Adam Rose

For better or worse, one version of the American Dream has long equated 
“success” with “material wealth”. This course will explore that equation through 
the close reading and discussion of important fiction and non-fiction works 
from America’s Gilded Age. Texts will include: Horatio Alger’s Ragged Dick, 
Sinclair Lewis’s Babbitt, and F. Scott Fitzgerald’s The Great Gatsby as well as 
Andrew Carnegie’s “The Gospel of Wealth”, Thorsten Veblen’s The Theory of the 
Leisure Class. 

Virginia Woolf's Illness as Metaphor - Instructor: Irina Ruvinsky

Modern European literature is often characterized by an attraction to decay, 
nothingness and an obsession with physical corruption and death. In this 
course we will examine this fascination with illness by turning to the works by 
V. Woolf, L. Tolstoy and A. Schopenhauer. We will examine why some of these 
authors endowed disease with positive value, crediting it with the 
development of spiritual values that would otherwise remain dormant.

Freedom Charters: Stages on the Way to Freedom 
Instructor: Steven Schroeder

In this class, we join a global conversation about politics that has been c
arried on historically in the constitution of cities. One always enters this 
quintessentially human conversation in the middle, and the middle with which 
we will begin is the philosophical conversation of the seventeenth and 
eighteenth centuries that included the French and American revolutions and 
their great charters of human rights. We will then turn to revolutions in the 
nineteenth century associated with philosophical criticisms of capitalism 
followed by twentieth century revolutions, with particular attention to the 
Soviet Union, Eastern Europe, Africa, and China. Finally, we will explore 
contemporary argument about human rights and the possibility that the 
way they have been deployed has, in some cases, worked against the practice 
of freedom.

Attar's Conference of the Birds: A Spiritual Quest for All Times 
Instructor: Shiraz Hajiani

The twelfth century poet Farid al-Din Attars’s poem Conference of the Birds is 
perhaps the most beautiful of mystical poems describing the quest for Truth. 
He worked several layers of allegories into the poem - separation and 
re-discovery, spiritual search and teaching, detachment from the everyday life 
and journeying from this world to another far, far away through many difficult 
stages – a flight of the self to the Self. The ultimate allegory in the work is that 
of the intimate relationship and tension between God and the human soul. 
Through this close reading and discussion of the Conference we will explore 
the Sufism and the mystical traditions of Islam. We will examine the historic 
clash between the exoteric and esoteric interpretations of Islam. We will 
explore a true classic!

The "Love" Sutras of Narada - Instructor: Abhi Ghosh

What Rumi’s worldview is to Sufism, Narada’s is to bhakti – pure love – in South 
Asian devotional traditions. The Narada Bhakti Sutras, a key text of bhakti-yoga, 
talks about the sweetness of the Absolute, the essence of being human and 
the nature of pure love. In this course we’ll discuss ancient and pre-modern 
Indian aesthetics and theories of emotion (rasa), and we’ll conclude by 
exploring India’s most popular sacred love-story, the Rasa Lila of Krishna.

Virgil's Aeneid - Instructor: Carl Anderson

Close reading and discussion of Virgil’s Aeneid in translation. Virgil’s Aeneid is 
the most famous epic poem of Roman civilization. The poem addresses 
themes of exile, wandering, loss, and fate as they relate to the founding of 
Rome and its rise as an imperial power. Of special interest will be how the poet 
combines a stern and detached epic-like public voice (patriotic and concerned 
for the march of a people) with a deeply sensitive private voice full of 
sympathy for the sufferings of the world. The translation of Robert Fitzgerald, 
The Aeneid by Virgil is a required text.



Instructors
Adam Rose  is a teacher and scholar with nearly 20 years’ experience leading 

exceptionally effective, award-winning Socratic Method seminars and lecturing 

on Western classics (“Great Books”) to students of diverse ages and 

backgrounds. A graduate of the University of Chicago, Adam now teaches 

primarily at the university's Basic Program of Liberal Education for Adults, 

where he emphasizes the development of students’ cognitive skills and critical 

empathy. Adam has a special interest in the secular study of the Abrahamic 

scriptures and associated literatures, especially from comparative (“interfaith”) 

perspectives, and in literary and dramatic approaches to the interpretation of 

Plato’s dialogues. AdamRose.com 

Irina Ruvinsky received her PhD in philosophy from the University of Chicago. 

She studied philosophy and French literature at the Sorbonne and the Ecole 

Normale Superieure in Paris. She currently teaches at the Art Institute of 

Chicago.

Steven Schroeder holds a MA in Divinity and a PhD in Ethics & Society from the 

University of Chicago. He has taught at a variety of universities in the U.S. and 

abroad, including Shenzhen University in China, Roosevelt University in 

Chicago, and Capital University in Columbus, Ohio.He is the co-founder, with 

composer Clarice Assad, of the Virtual Artists Collective (vacpoetry.org). From 

2002-2009, after twenty years of teaching and working in the peace movement 

in Texas, Illinois, Indiana, Iowa, and Ohio, he taught philosophy, poetry, and 

peace studies at Shenzhen University in China. He currently teaches at the 

University of Chicago in Asian Classics and the Basic Program of Liberal 

Education for Adults. His most recent scholarly book is On Not Founding Rome: 

The VIrtue of Hesitation, published in 2010. stevenschroeder.org

“The master in the art 

of living makes little 

distinction between 

his work and his play, 

his labor and his leisure, 

his mind and his body, 

his information and 

his recreation, his love 

and his religion. 

He hardly knows 

which is which. 

He simply pursues

 his vision of excellence 

at whatever he does, 

leaving others to decide 

whether he is working 

or playing.  To him he's 

always  doing both.” 

James Michener

Shiraz Hajiani is a PhD candidate at University of Chicago Department of Near 

Eastern Languages and Civilizations. He has a Masters in Theological Studies 

from Harvard Divinity School and an MA from the University of Chicago. Shiraz 

has been teaching Islamicate thought, literature and history at the University 

since 2007 and presently is also the Preceptor for the Center for Middle Eastern 

Studies advising some 21 second-year MA students working on their theses 

and 29 first-year students beginning their MA program. He specializes in Shiism 

and the history of Iran and Central Asia.

Abhi Ghosh is an academic scholar of history and world religions with 

specialization on South Asian devotional traditions and the ‘West’. He has been 

trained at Oxford University and is presently at the University of Chicago, 

where he is an instructor for the Asian Classics program. His practice of 

bhakti-yoga has spanned more than two decades, and he has traveled across 

North America, Europe, Middle East, Central Asia and India sharing his ideas, 

insights and practices. 

Carl Anderson is a emeritus professor of Classical Studies at Michigan State 

University. He received his BA in Classics from the University of Massachusetts 

at Amherst. He attended University of Michigan on a Danforth Graduate 

Fellowship, earning MA and Ph.D. in Classical Studies. He has nearly 30 years of 

college and university teaching experience. He has published widely on 

fifth-century Athenian literature, history, comedy and religion. His most recent 

studies (forthcoming) examine the significance of the boat race at the funeral 

games of Anchises in Aeneid 5, and stage portrayals of literacy and orality in 

the comedies of Aristophanes. He is the co-author of the academic game, 

“Beware the Ides of March: Rome in 44 BCE,” developed under the aegis of the 

Reacting to the Past pedagogy program.



Name: ____________________________________________________________________________________  

Street: ____________________________________________________________________________________

City: _________________________________________________________  State: _____  Zip: _____________

Phone: ___________________________ home   _________________________ cell______________________

Email: ____________________________________________________________(   ) YES, Send me your enews

  I am registering for:

 (   ) 1 course: $200  ($180 if registered by May 31) 

 (   ) 2 courses: $360 for 2 courses ($330 if registered by May 31) 

  Please call 231-256-9800 regarding group tuition discounts and to make accommodation reservations.

 (   ) I am enclosing a check payable to Fountain Point Resort for $________

 (   ) Please bill my credit card in the amount of $__________

   VISA/MC #________________________________ Expiration Date:____/____ Security Code: __________

   Name: ____________________   Signature: ______________________________ Date:_______________

Accommodations
Established in 1889, Fountain Point Inn & Club is a National Historic Site with 54 

acres of manicured lawns and woodlands and nearly 1/2 mile of panoramic 

shoreline on Lake Leelanau, in the heart of beautiful Leelanau County, northern 

Michigan. A Hotel B&B with antique furnishings and 19 comfortably refurbished, 

1-7 bedroom cottages, Fountain Point is perfect for friends and families who want 

to spend quality time together in a picture-book setting with an atmosphere that 

has been personal and genuine for 124 years. www.fountainpointresort.com

Symposium typically consists of 5 nights (Sunday-Thursday).  Please call 231-256-9800 
or email artesianbough@fountainpointresort.com to book your accommodations!
 

1.  Perfect for the budget minded. This accommodation includes shared bedroom 
      and bathroom in a "dorm" atmosphere. $45 a night per person.

2. This includes a private room with shared bath. This package can accommodate 
     up to 2 persons. $90 per night.

3. With a shared bedroom and private bath, this is perfect for friends who like a washroom 
     to themselves. This accommodation is $65 a person per night for up to 2 people.

4. Offers a private room and bath for up to 2 persons. This package will suit the needs of those
     needing privacy, but still want a sense of community in a common living room area. 
     $130 per night.

5. This is a private one bedroom cottage that will accommodate up to 2 people. You can 
    prepare your own meals in the kitchen, and just a short walk to all that Fountain Point 
    has to offer. Private Cottages are $160 per night.

Cottages with 2 or more bedrooms are available upon request. Call for pricing.

All prices include a modest breakfast each morning at the hotel and access to its common 
rooms and Wi-Fi, as well as a host of outdoor activities including kayaking, rowing, tennis and 
hiking. For more details please visit www.fountainpointresort.com or call 231-256-9800.

Afternoon Courses (meet Monday -  Thursday 3 - 6 pm)

(   ) Wealth and the American Dream 
(   ) Virginia Woolf's Illness as Metaphor 
(   ) Freedom Charters: Stages on the Way to Freedom 
(   ) Attar's Conference of the Birds: A Spiritual Quest for All Times 
(   ) The "Love" Sutras of Narada 
(   ) Virgil's Aeneid 

YES! I am interested in attending the Artesian Bough Symposium. 
                    Please reserve my spot in the following course(s) which will meet daily June 10-13 - (choose a maximum of 1 morning and 1 afternoon):

Morning Courses (meet Monday - Thursday 9 am - 12 pm)

(   ) The Holy Trible: Coordinated Readings from the Hebrew Bible, New Testament and Qur'an 
(   ) Memory & Imagination 
(   ) Classical Greek and Chinese Thought: Four Conversations 
(   ) Introduction to Islam and Muslim Civilizations 
(   ) Foundations of Yoga Philosophy 
(   ) Homer's Odyssey

Registration for both the 
symposium and accommodations 
can be arranged by phone or email!
    Phone: 231-256-9800.

    Email: artesianbough@fountainpointresort.com

    Mail to: 

         Fountain Point Inn & Club,
         PO Box 175,
         Lake Leelanau, MI 49653
*You will receive your registration confirmation via email.
Questions?
    Call: 231-256-9800
    Email: artesianbough@fountainpointresort.com 




